Kaipara—North Rodney Unitary Authority: Strategic Option for
Exploration

Purpose

To outline a credible option for merging Kaipara District Council and Northern Rodney
(currently within Auckland Council) into a single, predominantly rural-coastal Unitary
Authority, and to invite Kaipara Council to ask Government support to explore the option
further.

Why this option arises

Kaipara faces persistent structural constraints: a large land area, small and unevenly wealthy
ratepayer base, significant infrastructure renewal pressures, and a real risk of being
subsumed within a Northland regional configuration dominated by different interests of
Whangarei and the Far North.

Northern Rodney faces a parallel but inverse problem: scale without local control, operating
within a metropolitan system that treats the area primarily as a rate source, growth sink,
holiday hinterland, and infrastructure externality.

The merger option responds to both sets of constraints by re-aligning governance to geography,
community structure, and service realities.

Scale and population

e Kaipara District: ~30,000 residents
e Northern Rodney: ~50,000 residents
e Combined District: ~80,000-100,000 residents (with strong growth expected)

This moves Kaipara from sub-scale fragility to necessary scale, while giving North Rodney local
control without metropolitan overhead it gets no benefit from.

Natural alignment and commonalities

e Shared catchments: Kaipara Harbour and Mahurangi catchment form a coherent
environmental and planning unit, distinct from Auckland and Northland urban systems.
o Settlement pattern: Predominantly rural, coastal, river-mouth and service-town
communities — not a city, and poorly served by city-centric governance models.
e Infrastructure reality:
o Highreliance on district roading for economic and social connectivity
o Fragmented water and wastewater systems; many self-sufficient properties
o Stormwater and overland flow management is a shared challenge
e Growth dynamics:
o East-coast coastal settlements
o West-coast Kaipara Harbour communities
o Rural production across the district
o Motorway-driven growth pressure affecting Wellsford and Mangawhai
simultaneously, rendering the current boundary increasingly arbitrary
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Strategic advantages worth testing

o Improved fiscal resilience through a broader ratepayer base without metropolitan cost
structures

o Economies of scale for district-level services (water, roading, parks, reserves,
planning, administration)

e Stronger planning capability: moving beyond zoning-only plans toward active
economic, employment, service and infrastructure visioning

¢ Enhanced local democracy: community-based decision-making that recognises east—
west differences rather than suppressing them

e Stronger external advocacy: a district large enough to be heard, but distinct enough to
avoid capture by Auckland or Northland city interests

o Environmental guardianship of the Kaipara and Mahurangi as an integrated system

Known risks and objections (not minimised)

o Kaipara’s historical governance issues and infrastructure deficits

o Perceived wealth transfer from North Rodney to Kaipara

e Transition and setup costs, administrative complexity, and institutional inertia

o Riskthat a new authority could default back to conventional, centralised local
government behaviour

These risks are real — but they are governance design problems, not arguments against
examining the option.

Why explore now

Current central government reforms offer limited pathways for rational, place-based local
government restructuring.

This option allows Kaipara to shape its future proactively, rather than reacting to regional
consolidation pressures later. If communities do not articulate credible alternatives, outcomes
will be imposed by default

Opportunity for Kaipara Council

Not endorsement — but agreement to actively engage in shaping the reform agenda by asking
Government to jointly explore the Kaipara-North Rodney Unitary Authority option, including
high-level financial feasibility, governance design principles, and community appetite.

Bill Foster
Chair, Northern Action Group Inc.
13 January 2026
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Diagram of possible Unitary Authority boundary .

The northern boundary is the Kaipara north boundary. The southern boundary is an opportunity
to separate the urban and peri-urban parts of South Rodney — naturally part of the Auckland
metropolis - from the rural, coastal and river based settlements and rural areas across from
and north of the Johnstons Hill tunnels and Riverhead forest to north of Muriwai.
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