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Dear NAG Members and Supporters, 
 

June 2026 News 
 
AGM:  
We had a great turnout for the meeting, mainly, I suspect, because of the attraction of the 
speakers. 
I think it’s probably the first time we have had our central government representative (Chris 
Penk), our regional government representative (Mayor Wayne Brown) and our local 
government representatives (Ward Councillor Greg Sayers and Local Board Chair Guy 
Wishart) in the same room together. Over half our local board attended! 
 
You can see the slide presentation of everything at the meeting here. The minutes and new 
Constitution and my report are separately available. 
 
As you will see from the minutes, there was a good discussion on topics of current interest 
and the theme “Engaging communities”, which was supported by speaker Brian Putt from 
ANCAD. 
 
We have been busy with submissions responding to plans and proposed changes. My report 
to the meeting noted 10 items on which we have submitted during the year. These included: 
 
Rates: 
Mayor Brown pushed back on the rates concerns at our meeting, but he knows there is a lot 
of anger in Rodney about being asked to pay for the CRL costs, and about AC not being 
willing to cut excesses and central city largesse. 
 
We supported Councillor Sayers’ campaign to recognize proportionality in rating and not 
apply the 7.9% increase to Rodney, since we don’t get any benefit from the CRL. But part of 
the reason amalgamation has always been unfair to Rodney is that we only get a 5% vote!  
 
It’s worth noting that the Royal Commission (in its 2009 report) supported community 
rating, saying [para 16.49] 

• “ The communities served by local councils will be diverse in nature. This diversity will 
include widely varying property values and incomes, widely varying perceptions in 
terms of standards of urban amenity, and widely varying history, cultural values, and 
environments. It is the essence of local government to be able to reflect such 
differences. 

• If significant local variation is not accommodated, it will result in antagonism 
between local councils and the elected Auckland Council, especially in those 
communities that aspire to higher standards.”  

http://www.nag.org.nz/
http://www.nag.org.nz/
https://nag.org.nz/AGM%202026%20Slides.pdf
https://nag.org.nz/Draft%20Minutes%20of%20AGM%20May%2025TH%202026.pdf
https://nag.org.nz/NAG%20Constitution%202026.pdf
https://nag.org.nz/NAG%20Constitution%202026.pdf
https://nag.org.nz/Chairman's%20Report%20for%202026.pdf
https://nag.org.nz/Submission%20on%20targeted%20rate%20for%20CRL%20costs.pdf
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Well, well. Who would have thought?  
 
Roads:  
In May (together with RCV and the LCA) we made a strong presentation to AC’s Transport 
and Infrastructure Delivery Committee, arguing for recognition of the importance of 
Rodney’s roads and transport to the Auckland region, a fairer and more proportionate 
allocation of funding, and better governance and management of Rodney’s transport assets. 
See AC’s video of our presentation here. We hope for some recognition of this in the 
transition decision-making. 
 
 
Simplifying Government: 
Kaipara District Councillor Craig Jepson was at our meeting, and the need for the 
commonalities of North Rodney and Kaipara to be analysed and considered as part of the 
mix was discussed. Kaipara is under pressure to join other Northland councils as a minority 
player and is struggling to keep rates down, going as far as to borrow to do so this year. This 
is a policy we can’t support, as it just defers and compounds their shortfall problem! 
 
Chris Bishop is under a misapprehension that centralisation will somehow save money and 
reduce conflicts, when all the evidence is overwhelming that amalgamations have never 
saved money or improved the disconnection between councils and their communities. 
 
Chris Penk took that message away, but the Government’s Head Start seems to be more a 
forced march for many councils, and communities are not being consulted about proposed 
changes. Auckland is being unreasonably held outside the review (Mayor Brown just says 
diplomatically, “mayors should work together”), so we have to keep on arguing for better 
governance and management, ways to improve fairness and proportionality, and better 
outcomes for Rodney. 
 
As I noted last time, the current regional boundaries are not necessarily appropriate for 
spatial planning purposes. 
 
 
MCPG Initiative: 
We continue to support the Mahurangi Community Planning Group Inc. (MCPG)’s much-
needed pilot Warkworth Town Centre Development Plan. The intention is to extend this 
pilot to provide a broader Mahurangi Development Plan incorporating existing catchment 
and environment community-led planning work. MCPG is working with the Local Board and 
Council to make the initiative part of AC’s spatial planning process and is about to send out a 
survey to Mahurangi community groups to start collecting community views on the 
direction for future development. 
 

http://www.nag.org.nz/
http://www.nag.org.nz/
https://nag.org.nz/Transport%20Presentation%20May%202026.pdf
https://nag.org.nz/Transport%20Presentation%20May%202026.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-WfTK-7XoY
https://nag.org.nz/KUA%20Summary%20of%20Option%20for%20KDC.pdf
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/why-40-years-of-council-mergers-have-failed-to-deliver-nick-clark/premium/Y4WDKOSBFJBZNNVX2EPFTRTCTE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/why-40-years-of-council-mergers-have-failed-to-deliver-nick-clark/premium/Y4WDKOSBFJBZNNVX2EPFTRTCTE/
https://nag.org.nz/NAG%20Submission%20on%20the%20Planning%20Bill%20and%20Natural%20Environment%20Bill.pdf
https://nag.org.nz/NAG%20Submission%20on%20the%20Planning%20Bill%20and%20Natural%20Environment%20Bill.pdf
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PC 120: 
Minister Bishop has reacted again to public opposition to his intensification plans for 
Auckland (AC’s Plan Change PC120) by reducing the required regulatory zoning from a 
minimum of 2m to 1.4m homes. AC is now recasting its proposals accordingly. We hope that 
our earlier submitted request to reverse the planned intensification for Warkworth will be 
listened to, and we are including that in our discussion with the local board and Council 
about community-led development planning. 
 

Donations 
 
Once again, we ask for your support, and thank those of you who have donated! 
 
We don’t have any membership fees. We want to promote our messages for fairness, strong 
and efficient local government, community engagement and empowerment, and changes 
that will improve local government and effective democracy. To do that, we need donors – 
big or small. 
 
So, if you want to donate now: 

 
Donations to NAG’s bank account ASB WW 12 3095 0233547 00 

 
If you have any comments (on anything you are grappling with), send them to  
 

northernactiongroup@gmail.com 

 
Even better – help us build our support base: get people to join NAG, 
https://mailchi.mp/a06a70fcda9a/registration-page, or encourage them to at least put 
themselves on our mailing list. 

 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Bill Foster  
Chairman 
Northern Action Group Inc. 

http://www.nag.org.nz/
http://www.nag.org.nz/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/591205/no-actual-change-chris-bishop-downplays-scaling-down-of-auckland-housing-plans
https://mailchi.mp/a06a70fcda9a/registration-page
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