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Christmas Newsletter: December 2024

Hello NAG supporters,

December has arrived, a local election year is coming up and quite a few things have been
happening during 2024 period. So it’s time for me to recap a bit as well as extend seasonal
good wishes and thanks to you and your families from our NAG Committee and amazing
helpers!

Subdivision boundary review

After a long process and lots of hard work by your NAG committee and supporting friends
from Rodney Community Voices (RCV) Facebook group and the Wellsford based
Landowners and Contractors Association (LCA) we are at the final stage of Local
Government Commission approval of changes to the Rodney subdivision boundaries. For
the first time these will recognise in a fair and representative way the rural and urban
characters of our district.

The subdivisions will be: North Rodney (2 members); South Kaipara (2 members); Kumeu (2
members); Warkworth (2 members); and Dairy Flat (1 member). The distribution of
representation is split fairly both North and South and rural and urban.

Subject to this final confirmation, next year will allow Rodney local board area voters to
choose candidates to represent their rural and urban communities and we encourage
anybody who felt potentially disenfranchised before to put themselves forward as
candidates on behalf of your communities.

Local Electoral reform

With the forthcoming local body elections in 2025 and as the Representation Commission
gets into gear to consider electoral boundaries for the 2026 national elections, attention is
turning to the need for local electoral reform, the apathy of local government voters and
the out of date systems we are using in New Zealand to allow people to cast their votes.

NAG has made a contribution on your behalf to the Local Government New Zealand's review
team looking at these issues and you can find a copy here. Our view is that it's time for some
bolder changes and not just fiddling with the system. The structure of local government is
unfair in representation terms across the wide range of Council sizes, and the lack of an
online voting system when everybody is on their devices these days is keeping New
Zealand's electoral system back in the 20th century. It's also ignoring opportunities that
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online apps offer for participatory democracy such as referenda - which politicians currently
can argue against on grounds of cost.

We constantly remind decision makers that true democratic accountability requires recall
elections to let voters get rid of bad performers. If you want a reminder of what this is about
and how it works see the document here.

Roading

Support from Mayor Wayne Brown and Councillor Greg Sayers has seen budgets increased
to improve roading, and unsealed roads in particular, in Rodney. NAG has pushed for this for
years, arguing that AC has the money (from the Regional Fuel Tax in particular). Together
with the current Government’s recognition of the importance of roads as “must have”
national economic infrastructure, in priority over “nice to have” wellbeing infrastructure like
cycleways and footpaths, this increase is welcomed.

On the other hand, reallocation of Govt National Land Transport funds has meant the Hill
Street intersection upgrade has been deferred....again! The (now $20m) project does not
rate high enough on AT’s network improvements list to get funded without $10m from
NLTP. This is a classic example of poor infrastructure integration, as Watercare’s new waste
pipeline from the Showgrounds through the intersection will now be done separately from
the roading upgrade, resulting in more disruption, more cost, and more waste of money.

Warkworth’s local engineers and OneMahurangi have established a good working liaison
with Watercare and achieved a better solution for the necessary pipeline which will be less
disruptive for local retailers. Thanks and Well done!

As part of a group of roading engineers and professionals NAG has also supported
approaches to AT to improve the way in which roading infrastructure and services are
delivered in Rodney, to get better quality, and value for money. Our submission (with RCV
and LCA) to the AT Board is here. The current 3 pronged approach stresses: how AT
manages work in Rodney with its “partner” Downers as the prime roading contractor; the
methodology of treatment of unsealed roads and their improvement; and the prioritisation
of limited funds for improvement.

Planning

AC continues to lack the ability to integrate and coordinate activities efficiently at the
grassroots level where AC’s Divisions and CCOs actually get things done. Spatial, Structural
and Unitary plans and the AC Strategy don’t take into account the broader implications
outside their immediate areas of more subdivisions to provide more housing. Plans
frequently get changed through developer-led plan changes, resulting in out-of-timing
infrastructure provision.
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NAG is supporting an initiative by the Warkworth Area Liaison Group (WALG) to develop a
community based approach to a “whole of district” planning approach for development of
the Warkworth/Mahurangi area. If successful this could be a model for other areas, like
Kumeu/Huapai/Riverhead and ideally across all Rodney’s rural and coastal settlements.

Local Water Done Well

Further to our July update, the Government has passed the Local Government (Water
Services Preliminary Arrangements Act) 2024 and we should shortly see the Water Services
Bill.

The Water Users Group ( https://www.waterusers.org.nz/ ) is adopting a wait and see
approach, as the models the Government intends to adopt have yet to be revealed.

The CCO model for Auckland is different from that for other Councils and Simeon Brown has
announced changes to the legislation to give planning control of AT back to AC. While
Watercare no longer needs Council funding and water users pay for its infrastructure and
services, the same argument applies to them — AC needs to ensure its planning and
infrastructure provision is integrated and investments don’t get out of sync (as they do
now). We have already seen that here in Rodney!

So there will be a continuing need for users to be represented to make sure communities
get the water services they want.

Dome Valley Landfill proposal: Fight the Tip

We are still awaiting the outcome of the High Court appeal. In the meantime the
Environment Court hearing is effectively on hold.

AC Plans and Budgets
NAG continues to make submissions on the need to get rates down, get value for money,
and treat Rodney fairly.

We continue to support the efforts of our colleagues in the Ratepayers Alliance and
Taxpayers Union, who push hard to reduce Government and Local Government waste and
get better value for us all.

New website

Take a look at our new look website. All the same information is there, but its easier to
access! Get your friends to register as supporters and receive these Newsletters.

T: 09 426 6347 W www.nag.org.nz

“ Campaigning to get Democracy for the people of North Rodney”


http://www.nag.org.nz/
https://www.waterusers.org.nz/
mailto:https://nag.org.nz/Auckland%20Council%2010%20year%20Plan%20response%20Mar%202024.pdf
mailto:https://nag.org.nz/index.html

The Northern Action Group

Incorporated

We don’t have a blog, but if you want to leave any comments, feel free to do so on our
Facebook page or on X.

Donations

Our AGM supported the continuation of our policy that we don’t charge an annual
membership fee but rely on donors to fund our limited expenses.

This is our regular reminder to our supporters that if we had a bit more we could
think about running some advertising to promote NAG’s messaging.

Donations please to NAGs Bank Account ASB WW 12 3095 0233547 00

Comments to northernactiongroup@gmail.com

Even better — help us build our support base: Get people to Join NAG,
or encourage them to at least
put themselves on our mailing list.

We depend on you and you are us.

Our stance: a reminder

We are non-political and try to take a non-cultural approach to the ever present tensions
between the interests of minorities and majorities in our society. That means we support
policies and decisions of parties we think will best benefit local ratepayers and citizens.

Starting from the point that people co-operate best amongst groups of people they know
and share contacts with, we have consistently advocated for community empowerment and
localism. Most of Rodney, and certainly North Rodney, should never have been part of the
Supercity, and we still look for ways to manage and address that mistake. (e.g. We have
recently been talking to our Kaipara Council friends about the pros and cons of combining
their District and our North Rodney area to form a Unitary Authority to represent and
manage these currently separate but essentially both rural and coastal and rural settlement
areas).

Having lots of communities, engaged and working together for outcomes they want,
produces better outcomes than a centralised bureaucracy, remote from the people, who act
like they know best what’s good for any of us.

Governments, hierarchies, governance arrangements and sensible regional planning,
management and service provisions exist because you want them to, not because others
have decided what you need.
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We all have an innate sense of fairness, common decencies, the “social contract” and
respect for others, and so we have a lot of work to do to improve a current system for local
government that is currently built on a remote top down model, with politicians - fighting
for bigger shares of the cake, or their latest iconic project - spending our money for us.

Have a very Merry Xmas and a great and prosperous New Year. Thanks again to all our
supporters, and we will see you all again in 2025!

Bill Foster
Chairman
Northern Action Group Inc.
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