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Christmas Newsletter: December 2025

Hello NAG supporters,

It’s only a month since the last Newsletter but | didn’t want to miss an opportunity to use
our Xmas letterhead and extend seasonal good wishes and thanks to you and your families
from our NAG Committee and amazing helpers!

News Snippets

The new Rodney Local Board (RLB) is settling in with its first business meeting in December,
and the next in February.

The Mahurangi Community Planning Group (MCPG) made a follow-up deputation to the
December RLB meeting - from the one we made in September. The pilot development of a
community-led Development Plan for the Town Centre Plan, extended to the whole of
Mahurangi and then used as a model for around the District, is still the focus. The brief
presentation is in the minutes attachments . Mahurangi Matters made it the subject of a
comment in the 8 December 2025 edition, so word is spreading that Rodney needs some
real planning — not just what AC does.

Of course we have submitted to AC and the Local Board that it’s important to fund and
support this activity in next year’s 2026 Rodney Local Board Plan. On-line submissions to
have your say closed on Friday 12 December but you can always send submissions to the
RLB rodneylocalboard@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Government is fast tracking the Local Government Auckland Council Transport Governance
Amendment Bill, to transfer AT to AC control and delegate more decision making to Local
Boards. | presented our submission at the Select Committee hearings view it here . We
don’t know when the Committee will report back.

As noted last newsletter, Auckland Council has released its proposed Plan Change PC120 to
provide for housing intensification near transport hubs and to identify flood prone
properties across Auckland. Affected properties are concerned about the increased
consenting costs AC seems to be tacking onto the proposal. Submissions closed on 19
December. NAG supports the submission sent by the MCPG, opposing intensification around
Warkworth (it will change its character and is not needed); stating again that we need
Council infrastructure assets and facilities alongside (or before) zoning to allow private
development; and proposing better options for landowners assessed with hazard risks. That
submission in on our website.

Now on the horizon from the Government are the Rates Cap Bill, the Regional Governance
proposal, and the RMA replacement legislation. We support the idea that average rates
should grow slower than inflation (as AC is more productive and grows with more
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ratepayers) but the recent revaluation variations has shown us AC desperately needs to cut
costs and completely review its rating policy.

Good on our Councillor Greg Sayers for calling for a review of the UAGC and for rebating the
increase for the CRL costs to Rodney ratepayers (most of us will never use or benefit from it
and yet we are being asked to help pay for it!). (Any changes likely won’t be effective until
2027)

Also the Justice Select Committee is receiving submissions until 27 February on the Inquiry
into the 2025 local elections. If you want to have a say on what went wrong with the 2025
elections and what needs to be done, this is your chance. NAG made submissions to Nick
Smith’s Electoral Reform Working Group for LGNZ. We might reprise and refresh that. You
can find it here. The LGNZ report was decidedly underwhelming. It put a focus on
communications to improve understanding as the answer to improve voter turnout, not
fundamental structural issues; succumbed to the rhetoric about the risks of electronic
voting (all manageable and managed overseas); and dismissed recall elections as an option
to allow extended terms.

Amalgamations, Scale, Kaipara and Local Government reform

It’s close to Xmas and there is currently a lot to submit on so I'm deferring to next
Newsletter telling you how empowered connected communities can be an answer to the
difficulties of low population rural Council Districts.

It’s also the answer to the mistake of successive Governments thinking operating at scale
requires amalgamations and centralisation of power and control.

This will take more than a few words so hold out for some reading in the New Year!

My Xmas message from last year is still the same. Progress may be slow but change is
happening!

“Having lots of communities, engaged and working together for outcomes they want,
produces better outcomes than a centralised bureaucracy, remote from the people,
who act like they know best what’s good for any of us.

Governments, hierarchies, governance arrangements and sensible regional planning,
management and service provisions exist because you want them to, not because
others have decided what you need.

We all have an innate sense of fairness, common decencies, the “social contract” and
respect for others, and so we have a lot of work to do to improve a current system for
local government that is currently built on a remote top down model, with politicians
- fighting for bigger shares of the cake, or their latest iconic project - spending our
money for us.”
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Have a very Merry Xmas and a great and prosperous New Year. Thanks again to all our
supporters, and we will see you all again in 2026!

Donations

This is our regular reminder to our supporters that we don’t charge an annual
membership fee but rely on donors to fund our limited expenses, If we had a bit
more we could think about running some advertising to promote NAG’s messaging.

Donations please to NAGs Bank Account ASBWW 12 3095 0233547 00

Comments to northernactiongroup@gmail.com

Even better — help us build our support base: Get people to Join NAG,
or encourage them to at least
put themselves on our mailing list.

We depend on you and you are us.

Bill Foster
Chairman
Northern Action Group Inc.
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